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Hello from Local Contexts
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Howdy relatives,

We hope you are enjoying all your season has to offer.

We recently held our first team retreat. This was the first time our team was able to

connect in-person as a group. We were also grateful to be in conversation with values-

aligned organizations Movement Generation, Cultural Conservancy, and Occidental Arts

and Ecology Center. This was a special gathering that planted both literal and

metaphorical seeds.

In this season’s newsletter, we’re pleased to share what we have been up to, new

resources, and uses of the Local Contexts tools.

We hope to see you at upcoming in-person events like ATALM and Climate Week, virtual

events like an information session or Network meeting, and beyond.

In solidarity,

Hop Hopkins

Conference & event highlights
U.S. Indigenous Data

Sovereignty & Governance

Summit

Team members Hop Hopkins, Corrie

Roe, Emily Santhanam, and Amy June

Breesman attended the 
Data Sovereignty & Governance

Summit
April 14-17, connecting with long-

standing collaborators and forging new

relationships with advocates, leaders,

and thinkers in the field.

 in Tucson, Arizona, US, from

U.S. Indigenous

Emily and Amy June co-presented a session on April 16, “Supporting Indigenous

Provenance and Authority with Traditional Knowledge and Biocultural Labels,” engaging

attendees around Label applications, opportunities, and potential next steps for

communities. Local Contexts was excited to also be a sponsor of the event.

Learn More

Ecological Society of

America Annual Meeting
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Emily and Dr. Rominger delivered a workshop on “Supporting Indigenous Peoples’

Rights in Ecology: Leveraging Local Contexts Tools in Research for Recognition, Bridge-

building, and Recompense,” which focused on IDSov and IDGov in a global context,

Labels and Notices in scientific research, and applications through the Local Contexts

Hub.

Learn More

Aotearoa Genomic Data Repository certified as

Integration Partner

Outreach Manager Emily Santhanam

co-presented a workshop with Dr.

Andrew Rominger, researcher at the

University of Hawai’i at Mānoa and Co-

Chair of the 
Institution/Researcher Network
the 
Annual Meeting
Salt Lake City, Utah, US, from July 26-

31.

Ecological Society of America (ESA)

Local Contexts Hawai’i

. The event was held in

, during

Local Contexts is excited to welcome
Aotearoa Genomic Data Repository

(AGDR)
Partner on the Local Contexts Hub.

 as a certified Integration

“Tānenuiārangi o Manawatū is pleased

to see that AGDR is joining as an

Integration Partner with Local Contexts,”

said Wayne Blissett, Executive Director,

Tuia Te Oranga, Tānenuiārangi o

Manawatū.

“As an active kaitiaki with the AGDR and partner with Local Contexts, the commitment to

the Local Contexts Labels provides another degree of integrity and authenticity to

Indigenous data governance — enabling us as kaitiaki to further exercise wise

stewardship of our precious resources in partnership.”

Other Integration Partners will be certified soon — keep an eye on our blog and socials

for more!

Read More

Notices in Use: New York State Museum
This July, the New York State Museum

implemented Open to Collaborate

Notices across their 
Ethnography
Arthur C. Parker, and Johnson Family

digitized collections.

, Lewis Henry Morgan,
Native American

This implementation was led by Dr.

Gwendolyn Saul, Curator of

Ethnography at the museum and Chair

of the 
Working Group (CIWG)
gratitude to Gwen for this work, and to

the New York State Museum for this

renewed commitment to collaboration.

Local Contexts Cultural Institution
. We send

News
Guidelines with Creative Commons

Guidance for Indigenous Collections and Indigenous Data is a new resource written by

Local Contexts and published by Creative Commons, and featured in a recent Creative

Commons webinar.

Data Dos and Don'ts

Data Do’s and Don’ts: A Primer on Indigenous Data Sovereignty is a new guidebook

written by Dr. Jane Anderson, Co-Founder and Council Vice Chair of Local Contexts,

and Vanessa Smith, JD/MBA Candidate at UCLA, that emerges from the National

Science Foundation (NSF) Center for Braiding Indigenous Knowledges and Science

(CBIKS).

Scholarly Publishing Guidelines

The Guidelines for the Governance of Indigenous Peoples’ Data in Scholarly Publishing

were recently published, providing practical actions that publishers, editors, data

infrastructure providers, and indexers can take throughout the publication process to

support the CARE Principles.

Upcoming events

September 2026

21 September UTC | Creative Commons (New York, NY, US): 
Conversation on Collaboration

OPEN @ UNGA 81: A

21-25 September UTC | 
Libraries, and Museums

2026 International Conference of Indigenous Archives,
 (Spokane, WA, US): Workshop and Sessions

22 September UTC | Local Contexts and Center CIRCL (New York, NY, US): 
Data, Living Lands: More-Than-Human Rights, AI, and Indigenous Data Sovereignty

Living

Hawai‘i Institution/Researcher Network

October 2026

14 October UTC | Local Contexts (virtual): Information Session

December 2026

2 December UTC | Local Contexts (virtual): Information Session

View More

30 September UTC | Local Contexts (virtual): 
Meeting

Local Contexts Contact Us Donate

As an organization that transcends geographic and national boundaries, Local Contexts acknowledges

that all of the lands and waters where we live and work are Indigenous Homelands. We recognize the

ongoing significance of these lands and waters for Indigenous Peoples of the past, present, and future.

For our full Land Acknowledgement, visit our website.
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